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“And the woman fled into the mlderness where she
hath a place prepared of God, that they should feed
her there a thousand two hundred and threescore
days ” Revelation 12:6
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538 A.D. 1798

In the sixth century the papacy had become firmly established. Its seat of puwerwas fived m the |mpenal mty and the bishop of Rome was declared to be the head over the
ennre church, Pagamsm had given place to the papacy. The dragon had given to the beast "his ?oner and his seat, and great authority.” Revelation 13:2. And now began the
rsufpapa o&pressmnfuretuld in the pru phecies of Daniel and ellevelatmn Daniel 7:25: Revelation 1375-7. nstlanswere forced to choose either to yield their
lﬁ e? and accept the papal ceremonies and tﬁm to wear awa e1r lves in dungeons or suffer death by the rack, the fagot, or the headsman's ax. Now were
the words of Jesus: Ye shal bebetra hu 'hypparents and re ren, and kinsfolks, and friends; andmeofyuu shall eycametubeputtudeath And ye shall
behate of all men for My name's sake." ersecutlmu ened upon the faithful with greater fury than ever before, and'the world became a vast battlefield.
For hundreds of years the church of Chnst fuund reﬁlge in seclusion and obscurity.

The accession of the Roman Church to uwermarled the beginning of the Dark Ages. As her power increased, the darkness deepened, Faith was transferred from Christ, the
true foundation, to the po eofllome nstead of trusting in eSmnf God for forgiveness of sins and for etemalsalvatmn the peu leluukedtnthe pope, and to the nesl:s
and prelates to whom he elegiatedauthunty The peuplewereta ht that he stood in the laceofGod to them and was therefore to be impliitly obeyed. Adewatmn from
his requirements was sufficient cause for the severest punishment £o be visited upon the bodles and souls of the offenders.
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